Possible progress and unresolved conflicts resulting from guidelines on good epidemiologic practices.
In summary, producing guidelines also produces conflict. The purpose of this paper was to delineate some of the conflicts that result from, or are involved in, having a set of guidelines for good epidemiologic practices. The goal was to present briefly both sides of the conflicts without trying to resolve them. The hope is that others will cogently argue one side or the other of these conflicts and convince the community to resolve the conflict, or alternatively, perhaps that the current guideline is somewhere in the middle of the beliefs in the community and thus is correctly positioned.